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The  following  Report  was  pre- 
sented by  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  for  the  year  1914. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  tlieHorneas 
Urban  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  us 
M.O.H.  for  the  year  1914.  At  the  onset  1 
can  assure  you  that  the  general  health  of 
my  district  has  been  good,  which  will  be 
proved  by  my  various  tables  of  statistics. 
Mr.  Lord  has  been  good  enough  to  provide 
me  with  much  valuable  information  as  re- 
gards the  rainfall  of  the  year,  from  which  we 
learn  that  1914  was  by  no  means  a wet  year. 
The  figures  are: — 

1912 —  29.23  inches  of  raiu. 

1913 —  20.86  inches  of  rain. 

1914 —  20.73  inches  of  rain. 

The  following  table  is  very  interesting : — 
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Total 

20.73 
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A. — Natural  and  Social 
Conditions  of  the  District. 

There  have  been  no  structural  alterations 
made  during  the  past  year.  The  following 
roads  have  been  made  up  and  taken  over  by 
your  Council:  Clifford  Street,  Clifton  Street, 
Hartley  Street,  and  the  road  in  front  of  Flam- 
borough  Terrace.  There  still  remains  the  short 
piece  of  road  in  Eastgate  View.  This  requires 
attention  badly. 

The  arrival  of  many  troops,  about  2,00U. 
in  Hornsea,  has  complicated  our  ordinary 
sanitary  work. 

On  21st  October  the  Local  Government 
Board  issued  an  order  to  the  effect  that  all 
Medical  Officers  of  Health  should  closely  co- 
operate with  the  military  authorities  of  their 
district,  and  should  be  prepared  to  give  ad- 
vice on 

Water  Supplies. 

Sanitation  of  Billets. 

Disposal  of  Refuse,  etc.,  etc. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  is  also  to  give  assist- 
ance of  a like  nature. 

Shortly  after  the  receipt  of  this  order  l re- 
ceived a visit  from  an  Inspector  of  the  Local 
Government  Board,  who  confirmed  the  con- 
tents of  this  circular  letter,  and  added  that 
the  War  Office  would  repay  any  outlay  the 
Sanitary  Authority  might  incur  in  improving 
the  sanitary  conditions  of  billets,  etc. 

Both  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  myself 
have  regularly  inspected  houses  in  which 
troops  are  billeted,  and  have  met  officers  of 
the  Military  Sanitary  Staff  on  several  occa- 
sions. 

The  Hutments  at  Bowlstou  are  outside  our 
area,  being  in  the  Skirlaugh  Sanitary  District. 

Partly  from  patriotic  motives  and  partly  in 
the  interests  of  the  public  health  a hospital 
of  36  beds  has  been  opened  in  Hoi-nsca.  This 
hospital  is  supported  mainly  by  the  generosity 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Hornsea  and  neighbour- 
hood, and  is  staffed  by  No.  12  E.Tt.  Yorks. 
Voluntary  Aid  Detachment. 

This  hospital  has  not  only  treated  some  200 
sick  soldiers  who  might  otherwise  have  been 
billeted  upon  our  householders,  but  has  pro- 
vided perfect  isolation  for  all  cases  of  infec- 
tious or  contagious  disease.  The  acquisition 
of  the  building  used  is  entirely  due  to  the 
patriotic  and  public  spirit  of  the  committee 
of  the  Victoria  Hospital  for  Sick  Children. 
Hull. 

The  estimated  population  of  Hornsea  is  now 
3.069,  which  gives  an  increase  of  12  over 
last  year. 


The  total  number  of  houses — 930,  of  which 
Ohs  arc  now  occupied.  With  the  number  of 
troops  now  billeted  in  Hornsea  it  is  impossi- 
able  to  give  you  information  as  to  the  number 
of  persons  per  house. 

The  population  of  Hornsea  has  not  been  se- 
riously affected  by  the  German  menace.  Some 
few  people  looked  upon  Hornsea  as  a danger 
zone  at  the  commencement  of  the  war,  but 
I think  recent  events  have  re-established  pub- 
lic confidence,  and  I think  it  is  now  generalh 
believed  that  Hornsea  is  as  safe  to  live  in 
as  any  other  part  of  England,  possibly  sab 
than  many. 

B.-Sanitary  Circumstances 
of  the  District. 

WATEK  SUPPLY. 

Our  supply  of  water  throughout  the  year 
has  been  abundant  and  of  good  quality,  in 
spite  of  the  very  great  strain  which  has  been 
put  upon  it.  The  following  statistics  will 
bear  out  this  statement. 

Total  water  pumped  from  old  bore — 

•23,467,605  gals. 

Total  w-ater  pumped  from  old  bore — 

12,256.224  gals. 

Total  water  pumped  from  both  bores — 
35,723,829  gals. 

Maximum  pumped  in  one  day  (July  31sG 
— 139.962  gals. 

Minimum  pumped  in  one  day  (October  15th) 
— 69,804  gals. 

Max.  water  used  in  one  day  (July  27th)  — 
129.002  gals. 

Min.  wa+er  used  in  one  day  (March  14th i 
— 71,434  gals. 

Average  daily  consumption — 97,323  gals. 

In  1913  tire  average  daily  consumption — 
H2.470  gals. 

Two  bacteriological  examinations  have  been 
made  during  the  year.  A third  sample  was 
sent,  but  lost  in  transit  owing  to  the  military 
pressure  on  the  railway. 

In  no  instance  has  any  disease  been  traced 
to  the  water  supply. 

SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

The  drains  have  received  regular  and  pro- 
per attention  during  the  past  year,  and  the 
scavenging  is  regularly  performed.  A proper 
number  of  sanitary  pails  have  been  supplied 
to  the  billets  occupied  by  troops  and  arc 
emptied  daily. 

SCHOOLS. 

Both  the  Church  of  England  and  the  In- 
fant Schools  have  been  recently  altered  and 


improved,  and  are  now  in  a very  satisfactory 
condition.  These  schools  have  not  been  closed 
for  public  health  reasons  during  the  year. 

POOD. 

The  milk  supply  of  my  district  is  salis- 
lactory.  No  foods  have  been  condemned  dur- 
ing the  year. 

ACCOUNT  OP  SANTTAKV  WOKE  DONE. 

932  dwelling-houses  have  been  inspected;  , 
new  houses  have  been  built. 

Pive  houses  have  been  disinfected  at  i 
public  expenses — in  all  other  cases  the  occu 
piers  have  borne  the  cost  themselves.  Disin- 
fection of  houses  after  infectious  disease  is 
never  neglected. 

Tuberculosis  and  cancer  are  regarded  as 
infectious  diseases. 

We  have  14  dairies  on  our  register.  The 
owners  at  the  same  time  are  cowkeepers, 
possessing  170  cows.  These  cowsheds  have  been 
visited  44  times,  but  no  defects  have  been 
detected.  Our  slaughter-houses  number  4. 
These  are  properly  kept  and  have  given  rise 
to  no  nuisances. 

HOUSING  AND  TOWN  PLANNING  ACT, 
1909. 

Until  the  outbreak  of  the  war  we  were  much 
occupied  with  carrying  out  the  provisions  of 
this  Act.  Together  with  the  Sanitary  Inspec- 
tor I visited  17  houses — 4 of  which  I found 
to  he  overcrowded.  I saw  and  approved  of 
the  plans  for  building  8 cottages  as  drawn 
up  by  your  Surveyor,  and  gave  evidence  be- 
fore an  Inspector  of  the  L.G.B.  to  this  effect. 

As  this  matter  is  very  pressing,  I would 
urge  upon  you  the  necessity  for  renewing  your 
activities.  At  the  present  time  several  fami- 
lies are  occupying  houses  at  a rental  out  of  alt 
proportion  to  their  means,  such  as  .£21  a year 
plus  rates. 

I am  sure  you  will  agree  with  me  that  no 
mother  of  a large  family  should  have  to  go 
out  charing  or  take  in  lodgers  in  order  to 
pay  the  house  rent. 

D. — Prevalence  of,  and 
control  over,  Acute  Infec- 
tious Disease 

I am  glad  to  report  a great  decline  in  the 
number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified 
to  me  during  1914.  The  total  number  is  only 
15,  as  against  31  in  1913.  These  15  cases 
include  5 cases  of  tuberculosis. 


The  diseases  notified  are  as  follows :— 3 
diphtheria,  l enteric  fever,  6 scarlet  fever, 
and  5 pulmonary  tuberculosis. 

All  cases  of  infectious  disease  occurring 
amongst  the  soldiers  can  be  sent  to  the  Hull 
Sanatorium,  and-  a^.I  said  before,  the  Horn- 
sea Hospital  has  ev'iry  facility  for  isolating 
suspicious  cases.  U-pw  to  the  time  of  writing 
only  one  soldier  has  needed  sanatorium  treat- 
ment, and  that  was  a £ase  of  diphtheria. 

E. — Tuberculosis. 

Five  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  have 
been  notified  during  the  year  as  against  G in 
1913.  We  have  had  no  cases  of  tubercle  in 
any  other  region  of  the  body. 

H. —Vital  Statistics  of  the 
District. 

Forty-four  births  have  been  registered  dur- 
ing the  past  year,  giving  a birth-rate  of  14.33 
per  1,00(1.  The  birth-rate  for  the  rest  of  rural 
England  and  Wales — 21.9.  These  births  are 
made  up  of  25  males  and  19  females,  2 being 
illegitimate. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  with- 
in the  district  during  the  year— 32,  which 
gives  a death-rate  of  10.42  per  1,000.  The 
death-rate  for  the  rest  of  England  and  Wales 
— 12.2  per  1,000. 

Of  our  32  deaths  2 only  were  of  children 
under  one  year  of  age. 

1 am.  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

H.  D.  JOHNS,  M.D.. 

M.O.H. 

Mr.  Collinson  asked  the  Doctor  what  he 
considered  an  economic  rent  for  the  large  fam- 
ilies he  had  referred  to. 

Dr.  Johns:  They  can  pay  4s.  per  week,  and 
I think  that  is  enough. 

A Member:  We  cannot  build  them  to  pa\ 
at  that. 

Mr.  Pickering  observed  that  they  could  noi 
get  more  than  2 per  cent.,  and  people  would 
not  build  them  to  produce  only  that  rent  un- 


less it  was  people  who  required  no  interest 
for  their  money. 

Dr.  Johns:  1 don  t put  it  on  a paying  foot- 
ing. 1 appeal  to  you  as  custodians  of  the 
public  lieanfi. 

Mr.  Pickering : People  who  want  to  invesl 
money  cannot  afford  to  build  houses  to  pro 
duce  only  that  rent. 

Dr.  Johns : Put  you  as  a Council  can. 

Mr.  Pickering:  Oh,  yes;  but  the  Council 
won’t  be  able  to  build  them  any  cheaper  than 
anyone  else,  so  that  if  the  Council  built  plen- 
ty for  everybody  with  three  or  four  bedrooms, 

1 he  Council  might  have  an  extra  sixpenny  or 
shilling  rate  to  find.  If  you  build  a lot  of 
property  and  it  does  not  bring  in  more  than 

2 per  cent.,  where  are  you  going  to  get  the 
deficiency  from  V 

Dr.  Johns : Out  of  the  rates. 

The  Chairman  thought  it  would  be  going 
too  far.  He  could  not  see  the  Council  taking 
from  the  other  ratepayers  to  make  their  in- 
vestment a paying  one.  He  hardly  followed 
Dr.  Johns  that  far. 

Dr.  Johns  said  it  was  heartrending  that  a 
man  and  his  wife  should  have  to  slave  all  the 
year  to  pay  rent  and  rates,  and  see  nothing 
for  it  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  Chairman : The  matter  will  come  up 
at  the  end  of  the  month,  and  I have  no  doubt 
the  Committee  will  be  prepared  to  consider 
the  question  of  going  on  building  these  eight 
cottages.  It  was  really  delayed  on  account 
of  the  war  and  winter  time.  The  Chairman 
also  pointed  out  that  many  made  a consider- 
able income  by  taking  lodgers  and  visitors. 

Mr.  Pickering  observed  that  with  the  low 
death-rate  it  did  not  appear  that  anyone  w 
suffering  severely. 

Mr.  Proctor  expressed  a desire  that  the 
Council  should  build.  Private  enterprise,  he 
said,  had  broken  down,  and  it  was  imperative 
the  Council  should  proceed  at  once  with  the 
erection  of  these  houses. 

Mr.  Lord  remarked  that  they  could  fix  the 
rents  according  to  what  the  cottages  cost. 
They  d ill  not  want  a profit,  and  he  thought 
small  houses  could  be  built  for  about  £100 
each. 

Mr.  Pickering  remarked  that  they  would 
be  shelters,  not  houses,  and  w’ould  leak  worse 
than  Mr.  Lord's  suggestion  about  the  Floral 
Hall. 


Green  <fc  Son,  Printers,  Market  Place,  Beverley. 


